F ounded in 1918, the Vir ginia Writers Club (VWC) is believed to be the oldest existing writers club in Virginia. It may also be the second oldest writers club in the United States. The VWC, its chapters, and its individual members are potential resources for libraries in Virginia. They are also friendly and grateful users of libraries.
The VWC is the only statewide writers club in Virginia serving writers of all genres. Clubs such as the Poetry Society of Virginia and the Virginia Romance Writers are limited by genre, and membership in clubs such as the James River Writers is concentrated in specific geographic areas. (Some members of the VWC are members of other clubs. The current president of the Poetry Society of Virginia, Patsy Anne Bickerstaff, is a past president of the VWC.)
When the club was first founded and for many years thereafter, its members and activities were con centrated in the Richmond area. Author James Branch Cabell served as the club's first president. Dur ing his tenure from 1918-1921, the club met in his home in Rich mond. Twenty-five other writers have served as president since Cabell. The last five presidents have resided in parts of Virginia other than Richmond, reflecting the geo graphic expansion of the club.
In the 1990s, the club began accepting local writers clubs as VWC chapters. To learn more about the VWC, visit the club's website, www. virginiawritersclub.org. The website contains background on the club; news of upcoming events; mem bership and contact information; a Speakers Bureau list of members who are willing to speak, present programs, and do readings; infor mation on chapters; and infor mation on the Young Virginia Writers Club. The website also includes links to the chapters and to some individual members. Spe cific questions may be addressed to the author, James W. Morrison, at EZWriter@att.net or (540) 721 1991. VL
